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Australia’s finest put tl their 
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fighting behind them to record 
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a corking second album, 
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and make their live comeback 
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in true David Brent style 


fter ending 2002 with the kind of tension that 

threatened to send The Vines “either way” 

the band have finally finished their “more 

psychedelic” second record. 

NME can reveal ‘Winning Days’ will be 

released on March 8, preceded by a highly 
charged first single ‘Ride’ on February 23. However, at the 
end of 2002, it seemed unlikely that the follow-up to ‘Highly 
Evolved’ would ever see the light of day. 

A punishing world tour led tensions to boil over, 
culminating in singer Craig Nicholls and Patrick Matthews 
going for each other’s throats onstage at a gig in Boston. 

To regroup, The Vines moved to the remote Bearsville 
Studios in the woods of upstate New York, to start recording 
with longtime producer Rob Schnapf. It was a risky choice 
for the notoriously erratic group. Although more of a band 
effort, Craig still had the “final say” on most of the decisions 
on ‘Winning Days’, while many of the ideas came together 
when the band were most stressed on the road. 

Bassist Matthews told NME: “The album could have gone 
either way. We could have ended up at each other’s throats 
because we were out in the middle of nowhere. But there 
was only one day like that out of three months.” 

He continued: “At the start, we all thought, ‘What are we 
doing out here?’ But it was good for Hamish (Rosser, drums) 
and Ryan (Griffiths, guitar) to be on the record this time and 
feel part of the band. | don’t think we felt the pressure to 
justify ourselves through being labelled an ‘overnight 
success’. Next time around it might be a different story.” 


Mie 


“We could have ended up at 
each other's throats... but 
there was only one day Like 
that” 


The Vines made their live comeback Down Under last 
week, playing two secret shows at Sydney’s Annandale Hotel 
(December 3-4) as Foregone Conclusion. Intentional or not, 
Foregone Conclusion is the same name as David Brent’s ill- 
fated group in The Office. But the band plan to use their own 
name when they visit the UK in the new year to tour. 

“It should be fucking 
awesome,” Patrick said. 
“We've never been better set 
up for a show than now.” 


‘WINNING DAYS' 


TRACKLISTING 


‘Ride’ Describing the album, 
‘Animal Machine’ Patrick said: “The hard 

TV Pro’ atrick said: “The harder 
‘Autumn Shade I! songs are harder and the 
*Evil Town’ softer songs are maybe the 
ee Days’ ones that have improved. 
ee ee It’s more psychedelic. Like 
‘Rainfall’ ‘Highly Evolved? there’ 
ec ighly Evolved’ there’s a 
‘Sun Child’ few snotty punk ones and 
‘Fuck The World’ slow songs which have the 


real mellotron sound on it.” 


"the greatest band ever > walk the earth" /NME 
“one of the most unforgettable bands punk rock has ever seen" /KERRANG 
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FIRST LISTEN 


Patrick was reluctant to 
divulge too many details 
about the tracks on 
‘Winning Days’. “Craig 
would probably crack 
the shit out of me 

if | said anything,” 

he joked. However, 
NME has secretly 

heard four tracks... 


RIDE 


The first single and 
‘Winning Days” opener, 
‘Ride’ is one of the “snotty 
punk” songs Patrick 
mentioned. Midway 
through it breaks down 
before building up to... 
handclaps! The simple 
chorus repeats the words 
“ride with me” over and 
over, leaving the hook 
firmly in your head. 


Sell Your Body (To The Night) CDS/7” 


The Vines: recording, or 


possibly talking about 
the glory days of 


Foregone Conclusion at 


& an Office training day 


RAINFALL 

A ballad with a Byrds 
feel. A hypnotic guitar 
riff adds to the 
psychedelic sound 

and, to cap it off, there’s 
rainfall at the end. 


AMNESIA 

Even more blissed out 
than ‘Highly Evolved”s 
‘Autumn Shade’, 
‘Amnesia’ starts off with 
thumping drums and has 
tight vocal harmonies like 
The Beatles. 


ANIMAL MACHINE 
The ‘Heart-Shaped Box’- 
esque ‘Animal Machine’ 
is driven by a punchy riff 
and could be the first 
(successful) attempt to 
mix Nirvana and Suede. 


Jet: “Hey, rollover 
Wifes alright” 


08.12 London - Meanfiddler 


09.12 Newport - TJs 
10.12 Aberdeen - Lemontrees 


11.12 Glas 


12.12 Manchester - 


ode Garage 


anchester University 


13.12 Nottingham - Reacue Rooms 
14,12 Dublin « Music Centre 
15.12 Portsmouth « Wedgewood Rooms 
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